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and ni^ruzite* both found in the beach sail A* 1,3 and Cape
Comorm. Tire production and export of t!ie>e minerals Ins men
strikingly during the la-t tea year*. No doubt there will be much
further development of mineral resources, for example, the pro-
duction of aluminium from the very large deposits of bauxite.
but there is no reason to suppose that India is a country of vast
unknown mineral wealth as is sometimes suggested.

Her forest wealth, though considerable, is not great for a
country of India's size. It is largely concentrated on the outer hills
of die Himalaya, and in the jungles of the Western Ghats. Here
the most valuable timber tree is teak, and elephants are still largely
used for lifting and dragging the logs.

The cultivated land of India is still to-day, as in the past, the
chief support of the whole country. From the produce of the soil
comes the livelihood of the masses of the people, and that is why
the monsoon, which brings the rain, is of such vital importance.
There are only three seasons in India, the 'cold weather ', the *hot
weather* and the "rains'. In spite of the great development of
irrigation, the country as a whole still depends on crops grown
with the natural rainfall. For several months the peasant has to
work very hard, and then for a long stretch he is enforcedly idle,
apart from anything he may do in the way of home industry.
Should the rains fail, or come at the wrong times in the growing
season, disastrous loss follows for millions. It was thought that
die spectre of famine, so dread a scourge for centuries, had been
finally banished by irrigation, by railway communications, and
by the elaborate relief measures devised by Government in the
course of many years* experience. But unfortunately* after forty
years, 1943 saw the reappearance of famine in Bengal and some
other parts of India. This has been described as a man-made
famine. It was due to a variety of causes connected with the
war1 and not to any widespread failure of the crops on which
peasants and town workers normally <lepend.

The average peasant in India cultivates a small holding with the
1 See p. 89.